
 

 

 

boosters available such as the BubbleBum or the Mifold. 

But the child in-between who still needs a harnessed 

seat can be a challenge. Toddler seats can be bulky and 

difficult to carry while you are also dealing with luggage 

and kids. 

A possible solution would be to bring along a light-

weight, inexpensive seat such as the Cosco Scenera 

Next or the Cosco Finale and a good bungee cord which 

can be used to strap the seat to your luggage. There are 

also car seat travel carts available. For older kids you 

could buy a RideSafer Travel Vest which, while not FAA 

approved, can be packed in your carry-on for use later. 

 

Uber and Lyft do offer vehicles with car seats in a few 

cities. Uber Car Seat is in New York City, Washington, 

D.C., Philadelphia, and Orlando. Lyft currently only 

offers this service in New York City. These drivers have 

received training on how to install the car seat they 

provide, but parents are responsible for buckling the 

child into the seat. Vehicles with a car seat will add an 

extra $10 to your fare.    

In all other locations,  

rideshares and taxis  

will expect you to  

provide your own car  

seat for a child who  

needs one. If a driver 

doesn’t want to wait  

for you to install your  

seats, ask for another 

driver. Always notify 

 the driver in advance 

 that you have children. A family of five is not going to 

fit in a Prius. 

In an emergency, always use seat belts to buckle your 

child. It is better than riding unrestrained. Never buckle 

a child into the same seat belt another person is 

using. The safest option if you don't have a car seat is to 

take a bus.  

                 

 

 
 
 
   
 

 

Over the River and Through the Woods 
 

It's that wonderful, but hectic, time of year when 
families do extra traveling. Whether it's visiting 
relatives, or going on a vacation, here are some 
safety tips to help keep your holiday travel hassle and 
injury free when you are not in your own vehicle. 
 

Rentals, Rideshares and Taxis: Car seats save 

lives. Major rental car companies offer car seats, but 

you can't be sure of the history of the seat. They 

also charge between $10 and $15 per seat per day. 

To save worry and money, it's good idea to bring your 

own. It's also ok to borrow a car seat from family or 

friends if it fits your child, you know the history of the 

seat and it hasn't expired. 

 

Some states exempt taxis, but rideshare drivers are 

under obligation to follow their state’s laws about the 

use of seat belts and car seats for children. The age 

requirements vary from state to state, but Utah's law 

requires passengers in all vehicles with seat belts to 

buckle up; and children under the age of 8 years to 

ride in the appropriate car or booster seat unless they 

are 4 feet 9 inches tall. Some drivers will ignore the 

laws and give you a ride anyway, while others will 

refuse to take you if you do not have a car seat for 

your child. (Please do not give a bad rating to a driver 

who is following the law and trying to keep your 

child safe.) 

 

 So, what do you do? Infants are often being carried 

in their infant seat and there are some great portable   
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https://www.bubblebum.co/us/
https://www.mifold.com/
https://www.coscokids.com/productlanding/scenera-next/
https://www.coscokids.com/productlanding/scenera-next/
https://www.coscokids.com/car-seats/finale-2-in-1-booster-car-seat-flight-bc110eju.html
https://us.britax.com/accessories/car-seat-travel-cart/
https://ridesafertravelvest.com/
https://help.uber.com/riders/article/uber-car-seat?nodeId=3abcbae1-132b-42a9-8277-0dab00fa3879
https://help.lyft.com/hc/en-us/articles/360000722107-Car-seat-mode
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During the flight The FAA says the safest place for 

your child on an airplane is in a car seat or CARES 

vest, and not on your lap. Your arms aren't strong 

enough to hold your child securely, especially during 

unexpected turbulence. In the US, most airlines will 

allow a child to fly for free until the age of two, but 

for the child's safety, a ticket and an FAA approved 

restraint is recommended. International flights may 

have different regulations so be sure to check before 

you fly. 
 

If you do take a car seat on a plane be aware that: 

• The label on your car seat must state that it is 
FAA approved. 

• Car seats must be installed in a window seat, 
and never in an exit row. 

• Booster seats can never be used on an airplane 
because they require a lap and shoulder belt. 

• You can call your airline to see if they will allow 
you to use an empty seat. If yes, avoid busy 
times and flights to improve your chances of 
finding one. 

• You can arrange for your airline to assist you if 
you need help making a connecting flight. 
Carrying a car seat, a child, and luggage through 
a busy airport can be challenging. 

• Most special needs seats are not FAA approved 
due to their size and tethering requirements. 
Again, check your label or instruction manual to 
see if your child's seat qualifies. 

• The CARES vest can be used with an FAA 

exemption for older children with disabilities.  

No matter where or how you celebrate this holiday 
season, please travel safely. Primary Children's has 
certified child passenger safety technicians available 
to help you with your car seat questions and installs. 
Visit us  
at Primarychildrens.org/safety 
or call 801.662.6583 to find a location near you. 

 

 

 

Airplanes: Flying with children may seem over-

whelming, but there are a lot of options to make the 

whole process easier to manage.  

 

Before you Fly: The TSA’s website has traveling 

tips and information about the screening process, 

traveling with children, seniors, and those with 

disabilities or medical conditions. If you have a child 

with disabilities, call the airline before you book your 

tickets to make sure that flight and aircraft can 

accommodate your child's needs. 

 

At the airport: TSA has modified the security 

screening process for children and officers will 

consult with parents about the best way to relieve 

any concerns you or your child might have. You can 

expect the following: 

• Children 12 and under can leave their shoes, 
light jackets and headwear on during screening. 

• Children will not be separated from their 
parent/guardian. 

• Remove infants and children from their carriers 
and carry them in arms through the walk-
through metal detector. Children with 
disabilities will not be removed from their 
wheelchair or mobility aid. 

• Infants may be carried in a sling through the 
walk-through metal detector but may be subject 
to additional screening. 

Travelers requiring accommodations for or are 

concerned about the security screening process may 

ask for a Passenger Support Specialist or a Super-

visory TSA Officer who can provide on-the-spot 

assistance. 

 

 

 

 

http://kidsflysafe.com/
http://kidsflysafe.com/
http://kidsflysafe.com/instructions/cares-for-special-needs-flyers/
http://kidsflysafe.com/instructions/cares-for-special-needs-flyers/
https://www.tsa.gov/travel/special-procedures/traveling-children

