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WHAT IS AN ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD (EHR)? 

An electronic health record hosts all of a patient’s health information in digital form that would previously 
have been found in a paper-based record. It allows for an entire patient history to be viewed by authorized 
clinicians and assists in ensuring data is up-to-date, accurate, and legible.  

Intermountain’s current EHR system gives clinicians a longitudinal or lifetime view of a patient’s record, 
including integrated data from all clinical settings. It also helps measure and track results for treatment 
protocols. It supports clinical decision making by identifying medical practices proven to work best. 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT TO INTERMOUNTAIN? 
Intermountain’s EHR system allows instant access to electronic patient records system-wide and outside 
Intermountain’s network—all of which is done securely to ensure patient confidentiality. The system also 
collects aggregate de-identified data used by physicians in quality improvement studies. The EHR system has 
been especially helpful when physicians need to collaborate on patient cases.   

Intermountain has been using EHRs for more than 40 years—to track patient records, measure the use of best 
practices, and understand trends across populations. Intermountain has one of the largest electronic data 
repositories for patient information, and has made significant investments to gather, analyze, and use data to 
innovate and find treatments proven to work best.  

WHAT IS INTERMOUNTAIN DOING TODAY AND IN THE FUTURE? 
In recent years, teams from GE Healthcare and Intermountain were building a new EHR platform. However in 
2012, GE Healthcare announced it would not continue to build this system due to changes in the EHR 
marketplace. Therefore, Intermountain decided to not renew the existing GE contract and has partnered with 
Cerner as an EHR partner. Cerner will launch in the UNR in late 2014, followed by other regions to be 
determined.  

 

(This page will be updated as decisions are made.)  
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